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Summary  

 
In the balance of power between the groups of the European Parliament, the elections of 

2009 have brought some refreshing clarity: With 264 out of 736 seats, the victory of the EPP Group is 

undisputed. In turn, and even more dramatically, the European Socialists have clearly lost the election, 

with 184 seats. While the Liberals, with 84 seats, and the radical Left with 37 more or less maintained 

their shares, the Greens made significant gains with 50 MEPs (still being in the 4th position). Gains 

were also made on the far right, with Eurosceptic populists and nationalists winning new seats.  

 

¢ƘŜ {ƻŎƛŀƭƛǎǘǎΩ ŘŜŦŜŀǘ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜ нллу 

that the beginning financial and economic crisis, together with the fact that in most member states as 

ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 9¦ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ ŀǎ άƛƴŎǳƳōŜƴǘέΣ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

2009 elections, possibly even making them the strongest group. Those hopes were dashed. What is 

more, voters turned against their governments where the Left is in power, whereas EPP member 

parties made sometimes spectacular gains in countries governed by the centre right. Socialist 

governments werŜ άǇǳƴƛǎƘŜŘέ ƛƴ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΣ {ǇŀƛƴΣ implicitly in Hungary. Centre right dominated 

governments did very well in France, Germany, Italy and Poland. The few exceptions to these rules 

were Sweden, Greece and Malta, where the centre right lost votes while in power. This turn of events, 

largely unexpected even a few months ago, probably has several reasons: 

ω Obviously, socialists and social democrats were not able to come up with a credible alternative to 

ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ άƛƴŎǳƳōŜƴǘέ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǿŀǎ ŘƻƛƴƎΥ !ŎǘƛǾŜΣ ȅŜǘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ 

ω In several key member states, socialists and social democrats have had problems with extraordinary 

political infighting and erosion in their membership base. This is true for 4 of the 6 large member 

states: Germany, France, Poland and Italy. This was true long before the financial and economic 

crisis began. 

ω In 2 large member states, in Germany and France, there are stable, radical populist parties on the 

left of the socialists, helping to drain voters and members from mainstream socialism. 

 

Altogether, European socialists seem to be in a structural crisis that is older than the recession 

but compounded by their reaction to it. The centre right looks much better, at the moment, but in the 
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long run, it, too, is facing some of the structural problems, the ageing memberǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǾƻǘŜǊǎΩ ōŀǎŜǎΣ ŀǎ 

well as some of the political dilemmas of its competitors from the left. 

 

In Britain, the Netherlands, Hungary and Finland, nationalist and populist groups, mostly with 

a Eurosceptic orientation, have made considerable gains. This factor is compounded by the British 

Conservatives and the Czech ODS, having left the EPP group, will team up with Polish and other 

nationalists to form a new Eurosceptic group of maybe 50 MEPs. But the often heard observation that 

the new European Parliament will be made up of 20 % Eurosceptics, is maybe an oversimplification. 

ω Eurosceptics are no homogeneous formation ς there are tremendous differences between them. 

ω The fact that Libertas won only 1 seat, is a positive surprise. 

ω If and when the Lisbon Treaty has entered into force, the question of institutional reform of the EU 

will lose importance for some time to come, anyway. 

In conclusion, it is doubtful whether they can be considered the primary enemy of the centre right. But 

their strengthened presence in the EP may mean a loss of calculability in day-to-day parliamentary 

work. 

 

The EU-wide turnout has dropped to a new low, with 43,5 %, although the rate of decline has 

slightly diminished, and the drop was milder than feared. This was certainly due to the unprecedented 

number of simultaneous local, regional or other parallel elections. To a small extent, it may also have 

been the consequence of an unprecedented innovative campaign on the national and European levels 

to enhance the turnout. Nevertheless, both of these methods are not much more expandable. Instead, 

a stronger polarisation between the main political families in the EP, to show voters that they really 

have a choice between political alternatives, seems to be promising: All available opinion polls show 

that voters are not more Eurosceptic or less convinced about the benefits of integration than before. 

But they are not sure what their vote could actually change. The EPP might consider highlighting the 

differences to other groups more than in the past, and to go further down the road of the 

personalisation of campaigns, with clearly declared candidates for Commission President. The March 

2009 endorsement of Jose Manuel Barroso by the EPP was a first step in this direction. 
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RESULTS AND ANALYSIS BY COUNTRIES  
 

AUSTRIA 

 

Turnout: 42.4% (42.43% in 2004) 

Analysis: The turnout at the European elections in Austria was at 45,3%, increasing by 2,3% in comparison with 

2004. The positive electoral results reflect the quality of the political campaign organized by the OVP and the 

discontent of large part of the public opinion towards the Socialist party (OSP) in power. The strategy of the OVP 

brought a positive result, particularly by the use of new means of communication and internet 2.0. 

Notwithstanding the good result, the overall visibility of the EPP brand in Austria could have been further 

enhanced by a complete translation into German of the EPP manifesto for these elections. The main themes that 

emerge from this political results are on the one hand related to immigration policies and social policies 

generally. On the other hand there was a substantial share of electorate that followed historical vote. The 

protest movement of Hans-Peter-Martin -the former Social-democrat frontrunner in the 1999 European 

elections- did very well, thus becoming the third largest party in Austria with three seats in the EP. He was mainly 

supported by the largest newspaper in the country, the Kronen Zeitung, whose readers may account to as much 

ŀǎ тл҈ ƻŦ aǊΦ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ voters. The Freedoms Party (FPÖ) became therefore only the 4th strongest party 

ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ŀ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎƭȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛƴ ǎƻŎƛŀƭƛǎǘǎΩ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƘƻƭŘǎ ƛƴ ±ƛŜƴƴŀΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅ ƻŦ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ 

Werner Faymann (SPÖ) is now under internal pressure, since the European elections were an unexpected and 

major defeat for them. SPÖ received the worst result on the national level since 1945. The left wing of the party 

and some regional leaders are working already on a new social profile. This may imply a more competitive 

behavior in the government coalition and against the ÖVP.  
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Overall Austria follows the EU-wide tendency towards a raise in protest and populist parties and a general defeat 

of the Socialist party. 

List of elected EPP candidates: 

ÖVP  
 
1. Dr. Ernst Strasser  
2. Othmar Karas  

3. Dr. Hella Ranner  
4. Dr. Richard Seeber  

5. Dr. Paul Rübig  
6. Elisabeth Köstinger  

 

 

BELGIUM 
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Turnout: 90.39% (90.81% in 2004) 

Analysis: ¢ƘŜ 9tt ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΩ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ǿŀǎ ŦǊǳƛǘŦǳl. In Belgium, the 

European elections were organised together with regional elections.  During the campaign period, debates 

mainly focused on regional and ς to some extent ς national issues.  This makes specific conclusions on the 

European elections rather difficult.  The few debates on Europe in Flanders were a confrontation between two 

former prime ministers with an outspoken European view and ambition: Jean-Luc Dehaene (CD&V) and Guy 

Verhofstadt (OpenVLD ς Flemish liberal party). The European elections have no direct consequences for the 

national political environment.  The effect of the regional elections will probably be more tangible for national 

(federal) politics than for the European: in Flanders, CD&V and N-VA (Flemish moderate nationalists) won the 

regional elections and the socialists (SP.A), the liberals (OpenVLD) and the extreme right party (Vlaams Belang) 

lost. The CD&V European programme was closely linked to that of the EPP.  CD&V kept its three seats in the EP.  

The populist party Lijst DedeŎƪŜǊ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŎƻƴǎƻƭƛŘŀǘŜŘ ƛǘǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƴŜǿ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ CƭŀƴŘŜǊǎΩ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 

environment (1 seat in the EP, 8 seats out of 124 in the Flemish Parliament), but was far from able to meet the 

high expectations raised on the basis of opinion polls during the campaign. Ex-Premier Guy 

±ŜǊƘƻŦǎǘŀŘǘόhǇŜƴ±[5ύΣ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŀ ά/ƻǊŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜέ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛƻƴΣ Ǝƻǘ ŀ 

record number of personal votes, but it is not sure he will actually join the Parliament. From Wallonia, the cdH 

will get one MEP out of a total of eight. Here, the Socialists could maintain their share of the vote on the 

European as well as on the regional level, despite all recent scandals. cdH Chair Joelle Milquet has announced 

the intention to withdraw their MEP from the EPP group because of the upcoming accession of former Aleanza 

Nazionale members from Italy. That threat has, however, become something of a ritual in recent years. 

List of elected EPP candidates: 

CD&V 

1. Jean-Luc Dehaene 2. Marianne Thyssen  3. Ivo Belet  

 

CDH  

1. Anne Delvaux  

 

CSP/CDH  

1. Mathieu Grosch  
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BULGARIA 

 

Turnout: 37.49% (29.22% in 2007) 

Analysis: According to observers close to the Bulgarian EPP parties, in future European campaigns, more 

personal publicity on candidates might help, and more creativity among local election staff. Some of the main 

issues were: Fighting corruption, European funds, restoring the good name of Bulgaria in Europe. Support for the 

Socialists is declining. More and more the main topics of Bulgarian politics are justice, security, welfare: On 

these, the present government is getting a lot of criticism. The main political actors for the General elections are 

quite obvious. Some small parties, which were unable to breach the threshold of 5.8%, collected surprisingly 

strong support, which may enable them to enter national Parliament in July. The resurrection in polls of NMSS 

(ALDE) and the Blue Coalition (UDF, DSB, AFU ς EPP), both reaching 8%, was a surprise for sociologists. The 

stable results of nationalists and MRF with around 13% gives a hint as to the composition for the next 

Parliament. It will be dominated by GERB, followed by BSP, then MRF and ATAKA, and small parties like the Blue 

Coalition, NMSS, RZS (their main European topic was whether to join the British Conservatives in the next EP) 

and Lider (formed around an energy tȅŎƻƻƴύΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘǿƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ it to the EP, but will enter the national 

Parliament if they keep their share of the votes. It will be a fragmented parliament with a difficult coalition to 

establƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǎǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ άǘǿƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘǎέ ƻŦ ōƛƎ ƻƴŜǎΦ !ǎ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ 

Bulgaria is quite a Euro-optimistic country, and the single most popular figure in this campaign was 

Commissioner Meglena Kuneva (NDSV) who has become a maverick in the College of Commissioners in recent 

years and seems destined for an important role in Brussels in the future. As elsewhere in the Union, national 
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topics dominated the European election campaign. But the most important national ones were linked with 

.ǳƭƎŀǊƛŀΩǎ 9¦ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ¢± ŀƴŘ ǊŀŘƛƻ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭǎ ς only at 

the end of the campaign. The basis of our campaign was ground work ς meeting people face to face, getting to 

know their problems. Making rallies in the regional cities. Not a loud and expensive campaign but more of 

person oriented one. The turnout of 37% was amongst the best ones in the EU-12. And it was far larger than the 

Bulgarian нн҈ ƛƴ нллтΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ D9w. ǿŀǎ р a9tΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƛƴ нллт but with 220 000 more votes which shows a 

steady growth in support. There was some populist success: RZS made it from 0.2% in 2007 to 4.8% in 2009, 

Lider also fared well seeing that they have no political platform.   

List of elected EPP candidates: 

DSB  
 
1. Svetoslav Malinov  
 

GERB  
 
1. Rumiana Russeva Jeleva  
2. Vladimir Andreev Urutchev  

3. Iliana Naidenova Ivanova  
4. Emil Stefanov Stoyanov  

5. Maria Ivanova Nedelcheva  

 

 

CYPRUS 

Parties % Seats EPP-ED PES ALDE UEN 
GREENS/ 

EFA 
GUE/ NGL IND/ DEM Others 

DISY 35.65 2 2 
       

AKEL 34.9 2 
     

2 
  

DI.KO 12.28 1 
       

1 

EDEK 9.85 1 
 

1 
      

EVROKO 4.12 0 
        

KOP 1.5 0 
        

Matsakis M. 0.88 0 
        

KEK 0.37 0 
        

E.LA.M 0.22 0 
        

Others 0.23 0 
        

Total 100 6 2 1 0 0 0 2 0 1 
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Turnout: 59.4% (72.5 in 2004) 
 
Analysis: Turnout for these elections was high by European standards but has gone down from 2004. The 

Democratic Rally (DISY) confirmed the result achieved in the past elections by winning 2 seats (35.65%). DISY 

conducted a pro-EU campaign based on European issues directly affecting Cypriot public opinion such as the 

relationship between Europe and Turkey and the need for a common EU strategy to re-launch the economy. The 

Democratic Rally clearly improved its share in comparison with the past presidential elections, won in the second 

round by the AKEL candidate Dimitris Christofias. This seems to indicate on the one hand the support of Cypriot 

voters towards a pro-European electoral programme and the willingness to grant DISY ŀ ΨǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŎƘŀƴŎŜΩ, 

following the negative results of the 2008 Presidential elections.  

 
List of elected EPP candidates: 
 
DISY 
 
1. Eleni Theocharous  2. Ioannis Kasoulides 
 
 
 

CZECH REPUBLIC 

Parties % Seats EPP-ED PES ALDE UEN 
GREENS/ 

EFA 
GUE/ NGL IND/ DEM Others 

ODS 31.45 9 
       

9 

ĻSSD 22.38 7 
 

7 
      

KSĻM 14.18 4 
     

4 
  

KDU-ĻSL 7.64 2 2 
       

Suveren. 4.26 0 
        

SZ 2.06 0 
        

SNK ED 1.65 0 
        

NEZ 0.54 0 
        

Others 15.84 0 
        

Total 100 22 2 7 0 0 0 4 0 9 

 
Turnout: 28.22% (28.3% in 2004) 
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Analysis: The high rate of abstention in the Czech Republic remained stable across the two EP elections, 

respectively at 22.3 in 2004 and 22.22 in 2009. The electoral campaign in the Czech Republic reflected domestic 

concerns, as opposed to European issues. The electoral campaign was mainly orientated towards internal issues 

regarding the non-partisan government now in place ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ aƛǊŜƪ ¢ƻǇƻƭŀƴŜƪΩǎ ŎŀōƛƴŜǘΣ and it 

was a test run for the next legislative elections to be held in October this year. Attention was focused on social 

reform and re-launching the economy. The results had no particular impact on the government because of its 

non-partisan nature. Nevertheless, the unexpected drop in votes for the Green Party ςone of the main 

supporters of the government - may ōŜ ŀ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƭƻǿ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊƛǘȅ.  KDU-CSL (Christian and 

Democratic Union) secured two seats but its performance was heavily affected by the low turnout. 

Notwithstanding a successful campaign, the Christian and Democratic Union did not manage to reduce the 

degree of abstention among its supporters. The Civic Democratic Party (ODS) which has left the EPP group and 

will join the British conservatives in a new Eurosceptic formation can be considered the winner of the elections, 

especially seeing that the Social-ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘǎ ό2{{5ύ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳ ǘƘŜ high pre-electoral predictions. 

/{{5 /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ WƛǊƛ tŀǊƻǳōŜƪΩǎ ǘƻǇǇƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǇƻƭŀƴŜƪ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9¦ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎȅ ǎŜŜƳǎ 

not to have been to the liking of the voters. The strong ODS result is also due to the economic liberalism and 

political conservatism among young urban voters, highly interested in European politics, whereas the CSSD 

voters are generally older and less interested in the EU ς facts that play a role in view of such a low turnout.  

List of elected EPP candidates: 
 
KDU-CSL 

 
1. Zuzana Roithová   2. Wŀƴ .ǌŜȊƛƴŀ  

 
 

DENMARK 

Parties % Seats EPP-ED PES ALDE UEN 
GREENS/ 

EFA 
GUE/ NGL IND/ DEM Others 

A 20.9 4 
 

4 
      

V 19.6 3 
  

3 
     

F 15.4 2 
    

2 
   

O 14.8 2 
   

2 
    

C 12.3 1 1 
       

N 7 1 
     

1 
  

B 4.1 0 
        

J 2.3 0 
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I 0.6 0 
        

Others 3 0 
        

Total 100 13 1 4 3 2 2 1 0 0 

 
Voter turnout: 59.52% (47.89% in 2004) 

 
Analysis: The centre left maintains its stronghold on EU and national political representation in Denmark, 

illustrated by the fact that the Social-Democratic Party and the Liberal Party make up 7 of 13 seats, and remained 

dominant in the last national election. However, popular support for the EPP slightly increased, with 1.2% 

improvement in the polls between now and the 2004 European election, and the Conservatives maintained 1 

seat.  The debate over the financial crisis was a specific issue in the electoral race, as was climate change (also in 

view of the Copenhagen Summit on Climate in December), international crime and immigration. Eurosceptic 

parties gained grƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ 5ŜƴƳŀǊƪΣ ǿƛǘƘ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ tŀǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ŀƴƛǎƘ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ Party getting 

about 15 % each. To some extent, the development of the electoral campaigns shows that the national debate 

has shifted from one which revolves around the dichotomy of pro-EU vs. anti-EU, to one which now upholds a 

question of wider ideology: should Danes move to the right in their principles, or remain left of centre?  The 

result of the EP election seems to suggest the latter, for the moment. 

List of elected EPP candidates: 

DKF 

1. Bendt Bendtsen 

 

ESTONIA 
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Turnout: 43.9% (26.83% in 2004) 

Analysis: The most prominent campaign issue was employment in the context of the global crisis. Secondly, the 

question of closed and open lists was relevant as well. IRL was actively in favor of returning to the open lists that 

were changed in 2005 into the closed list system. This time there was an independent candidate, Indrek Tarand, 

whose main message was to present persons, not party lists, and as a result he was very successful in spite of 

not having any serious European platform. One trend during the last two EP elections is that the electorate 

wants to vote for concrete persons, not party lists. Second, the messages of the parties have become simpler 

and more populist, and there are no choices by the electorate based on serious ideological preferences.  Four 

months before the municipal elections, these EP elections were a way of measuring the relative strength of 

parties. They may have stabilised the political environment, as many internal policy disputes were brought up 

before the EP elections. The key words are domestic politics, populism, and protest votes (the independent 

candidate Tarand encouraged voters to protest against party lists by voting for him, and the populist Centre 

Party encouraged their voters to express protest against the liberal Prime Minister). The voter turnout increased 

significantly compared to the last elections. People are getting somewhat more aware of the European Union 

and parliament. 43,9% turnout is very good, compared to the 27% in 2004. The increased turnout during the pre-

voting and e-voting was a surprise ς it may have been due to the strong polarisation of public opinion in view of 

ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ !ƴǎƛǇΩǎ wŜŦƻǊƳ tŀǊǘȅ ƘŜŀŘǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ Ƴinority government. About 10% of all votes 

were given via internet. On the other hand, a big turnout is never very good for IRL, as its electorate would be 

quite loyal anyway, whereas the voters of the populists and liberals were this time very intensively encouraged 

during last days. The biggest populist movement, the Centre Party, has influenced Estonian politics for a long 
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time (especially in Tallinn and North-East part of Estonia, where the biggest number of Russian-speaking 

minorities live), but the role of the independent candidates (especially Indrek Tarand) was enormous this time.  

List of elected EPP candidates: 

IRL  

1. Tunne Kelam 

 

FINLAND 

Parties % Seats EPP-ED PES ALDE UEN 
GREENS/ 

EFA 
GUE/ NGL IND/ DEM Others 

KOK 23.2 3 3 
       

KESK 19 3 
  

3 
     

SDP 17.5 2 
 

2 
      

KD-PS 14 2 1 
      

1 

VIHR 12.4 2 
    

2 
   

SFP (RKP) 6.1 1 
  

1 
     

VAS 5.9 0 
        

Others 1.9 0 
        

Total 100 13 4 2 4 0 2 0 0 1 

 
Voter turnout: 40.3% (39.43% in 2004) 

Analysis: The elections in 2009 were characterised by a campaign focussed largely on the presence of parties 

ŀƴŘ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎ άƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘέ, the strongest marketing effort in this respect being made by Kokoomus which 

had the resources to allow ministers to tour the country, as well as an admirable strategy put in place by the 

Greens. The campaign strategy focussed largely on the strength of the candidates, who were effective in battling 

against the rising popularity of the leader of the Libertas-related populist movement ά¢ǊǳŜ Cƛƴƴǎέ, who for the 

first time ever took votes from Kokoomus.   While being a strong pro-EU force in Finland, Kokoomus did not 

integrate EU issues into their campaign strategy very intensively, in part due to the relatively high 

disengagement of citizens in EU parliamentary elections. While low at 40.3%, the turnout has increased slightly 

from 2004, largely due to the mobilization of protest voters by the populist movement. While losing one seat, 

Kokoomus is still the leading party in Finland, as only a few thousand votes separated them from attaining a 

fourth seat. Furthermore, the election results reveal a widening margin between them and the leading 
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opposition, the Finnish centre party. Overall trends conclude that the centre-right movement is getting stronger 

in the country, which is significant given the strong historical dominance of the Social Democrats. Indeed, the 

political landscape in Finland is changing. The Communist party lost its only seat, while there is a cohesive force 

behind the new populist moment. Support for Kokoomus is now larger than overall support for the two left of 

centre parties. It was a difficult election for any strongly pro-EU party - even after 15 years of membership, there 

is a growing hesitation among the population to transfer Finnish competences to the European level, although 

overall, the majority in the country is still supporting the ideals of the EPP and ALDE, who both received 3 seats 

in the new European Parliament. 

List of elected EPP candidates: 

KOK* 

1. Ville Itälä 2. Sirpa Pietikäinen 3. Eija-Riitta Korhola 

*Provisional results 

 

FRANCE 
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Turnout: 40.48% (42.76% in 2004) 

Analysis: Two years after the Presidential elections, UMP won the European elections by a clear margin, 

gathering 11 points more than the leading opposition party, the PS. For UMP, this victory is as surprising as it is 

significant in these times of economic crisis, as it reconciles their severe defeat in the local elections in 2008. The 

success of the UMP is disastrous for Martine Aubry, the newly elected Secretary General of the PS, as the 

socialist party has not since 1994 been so low in public support. In fact, these results mirror the same results 

received by the UMP in the last European elections in 2004. Europe Ecologie, a coalition led by the Verts/Greens 

is now directly competing with the PS, and battling over the same electorate. Europe Ecologie and the PS 

received 14 seats each, so Europe Ecologie has doubled its representation since 2004. The campaign strategy of 

9ǳǊƻǇŜ 9ŎƻƭƻƎƛŜ ŦƻŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƻƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ t{Ωǎ ǇƭŀǘŦorm projected a strong anti-Sarkozy message 

as their central issue. Election results were not favourable to MoDem. The party lost its third rank in the final 

days of the campaign, losing 5 seats and 3 percentage points. The polemic remarks made on TV by MoDem 

leader, Francois Bayrou, towards Europe Ecologie leader Daniel Cohn-Bendit were well-publicized, and as a result 

MoDemΩǎ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ  potential electoral support from the left (from voters looking to find an alternative to 

the PS) suffered severely. On the right side of the political spectrum, the euro-sceptic and anti-Sarkozy parties 

could not halt their slow decline in popular support. FN has lost 3 points since 2004, while under the Libertas 

movement, de Villiers and Frederic Nihous have failed to gather more than 5% of the popular vote, even though 

they collected 9% of the votes in 2004. Formed months ago, the Front de Gauche, led by the French Communist 

Party and former PS Senator Jean-Luc Mélenchon, has achieved greater success than the Anti-Capitalist Party.  

The Front de Gauche received 6.01% support, while the Anti-Capitalist party received 4.9%. The leader of the 

Anti-Capitalist party, Olivier Besencenot, was considered the main opponent of Sarkozy; however Besancenot 

did not effectively utilise the potential benefits the financial and social crisis could have for his campaign, and 

ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǾƻǘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘΦ !ƭŀǊƳƛƴƎƭȅΣ 

59.52% of French citizens abstained from voting in the European elections. According to the latest polls, 54% of 

these people cited a lack of interest as their justification to not vote, and 74% also claimed that they chose not to 

vote in order to express their anti-EU and anti-political sentiments. This is a dangerous signal about the political 

climate in the French electorate. Nicolas Sarkozy led the entire UMP campaign from his Presidential Office, 

requiring that all decisions regarding the campaign are approved by him. The UMP made history, being the first 

governing party to win the European elections since 1979. Sarkozy is now in the best position to successfully re-

organize his government for the second half of his mandate.  

List of elected EPP candidates: 

UMP, NC, Gauche Moderne  
 
East Constituency  
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1. Joseph Daul  
2. Véronique Mathieu  

3. Arnaud Danjean  
4. Michèle Striffler  

 
 
Northwest Constituency  
 
1. Dominique Riquet  
2. Tokia Saifi  

3. Jean-Paul Gauzes  
4. Pascale Gruny  

5. Philippe Boulland  

 

West Constituency 

1. Christophe Bechu  2. Elisabeth Morin  3. Alain Cadec  
 
 
Southwest Constituency  
 
1. Dominique Baudis  
2. Christine de Veyrac  

3. Alain Lamassoure  4. Marie-Thérèse Sanchez-
Schmidt  

 

Southest Constituency  
 
1. Françoise Grossetete 
2. Damien Abad  

3. Dominique Vlasto  
4. Gaston Franco  

5. Nora Berra

 

Île-de-France Constituency  
 
1. Michel Barnier  
2. Rachida Dati  

3. Jean-Marie Cavada  
4. Marielle Gallo  

5. Philippe Juvin  

 

Massif central-Centre: 
 
1. Jean-Pierre Audy  2. Sophie Briard-Auconie  3. Brice Hortefeux  
 

Overseas Constituency 

1. Maurice Ponga 

http://www.lefigaro.fr/whoswho/bio.php?bio=18645
http://www.briardauconie.eu/index.php5
http://www.lefigaro.fr/whoswho/bio.php?bio=16008
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maurice_Ponga
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GERMANY 

 

Turnout: 43.3% (43% in 2004) 

Analysis: The essential issues for these elections were the financial crisis, and economic and social issues.  The 

CDU/CSU has undisputedly the best result with 37,9 %. Within that, especially the CSU share with well above 5 % 

was a great relief to many who had feared the party might miss the necessary quota to get any MEPs. Turnout 

was stable, at 43.3%, certainly also thanks to parallel local elections in some regions. For the Christian 

Democrats, currently in a Grand Coalition with the SPD (which has turned sour long ago), the European elections 

serve as a platform to build support for the next Bundestag elections on September 27. CDU and CSU are hoping 

to form a new coalition with the FDP.  The FDP did extremely well, nearly doubling their share of the vote 

compared to 2004, to 11 %. The Social Democrats, however, lost 1 percentage point compared to their already 

catastrophic result of 2004 ς an unexpected disaster for a party that hoped particularly to profit from the 

financial and economic crisis. Even their radical competition, die Linke, did not do as well as hoped, due to 

unrealistic programs and conflicts within the party. The last weeks and days of the campaign were marked by a 

growing antagonism between Christian Democrats and Social Democrats, about strategies to deal with the crisis, 

with Chancellor Merkel and her new economics minister, Karl-Theodor zu Guttenberg (CSU), signalling limits to 

state intervention in bailouts and stimuli, and Social Democrats under Foreign Minister Franz-Josef Steinmeier 

(the SPD candidate for Chancellor) advocating continued state aids to save jobs, and also steps toward an EU 

άƎƻǳǾŜǊƴŜƳŜƴǘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛǉǳŜέ  ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀƴŀǘƘŜƳŀ ǘƻ Ƴƻǎǘ CDU and FDP voters. hōǾƛƻǳǎ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {t5Ωǎ 
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defeat are unpopular leaders, competition from the Left, but above all the lack of a coherent alternative to the 

ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ǊƛƎƘǘΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛǎƛǎΦ  

List of elected EPP candidates: 

CSU  
 
1. Markus Ferber  
2. Dr. Angelika Niebler  
3. Dr. Anja Weisgerber  

4. Manfred Weber  
5. Albert Deß  
6. Monika Hohlmeier  

7. Bernd Posselt  
8. Martin Kastler  

 
 
CDU  
 
Baden-Württemberg 
 
1. Rainer Wieland  
2. Daniel Caspary  

3. Dr. Andreas Schwab  
4. Elisabeth Jeggle  

5. Dr. Inge Gräßle  
6. Dr. Thomas Ulmer  

 

Berlin  
 
1. Joachim Zeller  
 

Brandenburg  
 
1. Dr. Christian Ehler  
 
Hamburg 
 
1. Birgit Schnieber-Jastram  
 

Hessen  
 
1. Thomas Mann  
2. Michael Gahler  
 

Mecklenburg-Vorpommern 
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1. Werner Kuhn  
 

Niedersachsen  
 
1. Dr. Hans-Gert Pöttering  2. Dr. Godelieve Quisthoudt-

Rowohl  
3. Prof. Dr. Hans-Peter Mayer  
4. Burkhard Balz  

 

Nordrhein-Westfalen 
 
1. Elmar Brok  
2. Karl-Heinz Florenz  
3. Dr. Renate Sommer  

4. Dr. Peter Liese  
5. Klaus-Heiner Lehne  
6. Sabine Verheyen  

7. Dr. Markus Pieper  
8. Axel Voss  
9. Herbert Reul  

 

Rheinland-Pfalz 
 
1. Dr. Werner Langen  2. Kurt Lechner  3. Christa Klaß  
 

Saarland 
 
1. Doris Pack  
 

Sachsen 
 
1. Hermann Winkler  2. Dr. Peter Jahr  
 

Sachsen-Anhalt 
 
1. Dr. Horst Schnellhardt  
 

Schleswig-Holstein 
 
1. Reimer Böge  
 

Thüringen 
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1. Dr. Dieter L. Koch

GREECE 

Parties % Seats EPP-ED PES ALDE UEN 
GREENS/ 

EFA 
GUE/ NGL IND/ DEM Others 

PA.SO.K. 36.65 8 
 

8 
      

N.D. 32.29 8 8 
       

K.K.E. 8.35 2 
     

2 
  

LA.O.S. 7.15 2 
      

2 
 

SY.RIZ.A. 4.7 1 
     

1 
  

OP 3.49 1 
    

1 
   

PA.M.ME. 0 0 
        

Drassi 0 0 
        

Others 7.37 0 
        

Total 100 22 8 8 0 0 1 3 2 0 

 
Turnout: 52.63% (63.22% in 2004) 

Analysis: Greece registered an historically high abstention rate in these elections with more than 47% of the 

citizens not voting. Although the turnout is actually higher than the EU average, this gave a signal to Greek parties. 

Dissatisfaction with politics is rapidly growing amongst the population as a consequence of the economic crisis and 

its social effects. The results obtained by the incumbent Nea Demokratia (ND) ς one of the few EPP parties that 

actually lost votes - equally reflected public dissatisfaction with the government. The success of the Socialists 

(PASOK), contradicting the results of most European Socialist parties, is clearly explained by two phenomena. On 

the one hand, it was a signal to the ND government to be more active and incisive in the structural economic and 

social reforms. On the other, it was read by many in ND as a symptom of dissatisfaction with Brussels, which is 

ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ ǘƻƻ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ Řŀƛƭȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŀƛǎŜ ƻŦ ǇƻǇǳƭƛǎǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ DǊŜŜŎŜ 

substantially; however there was a certain increase in the preferences for more extremist parties on both sides of 

the political spectrum. 

List of elected EPP candidates: 
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1. Giannakou Marietta  2. Kratsa Rodi 3. Papastamkos Georgios 
 
4. Poupakis Konstantinos   

5. Skylakis Theodoros    
6. Koumoutsakos Georgios 

7. Papanikolaou Georgios  
8. TSOUKALAS Ioannis 

 

 

HUNGARY 

 
 

Turnout: 36.29%  (38.5% in 2004)

Analysis: The 36% turnout in Hungary is an average on the European level and one of the highest in Central and 

Eastern Europe and has not declined dramatically since the last European elections (38.5%). The governing MSZP 

(Socialist Party) suffered a crushing defeat, though the debacle came as no surprise for the party leaders. The 

Socialist party, in power for the past 7 years, received a strong sign of disapproval of its policies. On the other 

side, Fidesz, the EPP member party, obtained a record victory (56.37%) ς the best result of all EPP parties - and 

with 14 seats they also obtained two thirds of the available seats. The radically nationalist Jobbik party outdid its 

own expectations. It scored best in HungaǊȅΩǎ Ǉƻƻrest, eastern regions where it got votes from both the left and 

the right. With this unquestionable success, Jobbik is expected to become a permanent player in IǳƴƎŀǊȅΩǎ 

political arena and is sure to count on more media attention and coverage until the next general elections. The 

surge of the radical right poses a strategic challenge for Fidesz because with its populist rhetoric Jobbik can reach 

out to unsatisfied voters in the countryside as well. Jobbik is, however, also a chance for Fidesz to strengthen its 
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moderate, centre-right image, as opposed to the radicals. The most important topics of the Fidesz campaign 

included political trust, accountability, professionalism, job creation, working for a strong Hungary in a strong 

European Union, especially in the light of the economic crisis that severely affected the country. Chances are 

that Fidesz will do very well in the next national elections, too, which will take place latest in one year.  

List of elected EPP candidates: 

Fidesz 

1. Pál Schmitt  
2. József Szájer  
3. Kinga Gál  
4. János Áder  
5. László Surján  
6. Tamás Deutsch  
7. Lívia Járóka  

8. György Schöpflin  
9. András Gyürk  
10. /ǎŀōŀ pǊȅ  
11. Béla Glattfelder  
12. Ádám Kósa  
13. Ágnes Hankiss  
14. 9ƴƛƪǃ DȅǃǊƛ 

 

IRELAND 

Parties % Seats EPP-ED PES ALDE UEN 
GREENS/ 

EFA 
GUE/ NGL IND/ DEM Others 

FG 29.13 4 4 
       

FF 24.08 3 
   

3 
    

Lab. 13.92 3 
 

3 
      

SF 11.24 0 
        

M. Harkin 
(Ind) 

4.63 1 
  

1 
     

SP 2.76 1 
       

1 

Others 14.24 0 
        

Total 100 12 4 3 1 3 0 0 0 1 

Voter turnout: 57.6% (58.58% in 2004) 

Analysis: As widely anticipated, Fine Gael received the highest number of seats among the Irish parties, having 

4MEPs. This result was in part due to the overall strong campaign strategy of FG, which emphasised a strong Irish 

role on the European level, but also profited from the advantages that come with being the largest party in 

Parliament. There was a strong turnout in this election with 57.6%, which was aided largely by parallel municipal 

and regional elections, which adversely meant that the EU-level debate received less coverage than the other two 
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levels of government. However, the national parties were able to consolidate both campaigns.  A strong effort was 

made ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƻȄȅ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǊŀǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ [ƛǎōƻƴ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

the latest polls are indicating is gaining popular support for ratification. Ireland is now debating its role in European 

integration. The outcome of the elections supported a national trend which favours the centre right. In 2004 Fine 

Gael became the largest Irish party in the EP and remains so after this election. Overall, it is clear there are 

changing attitudes in the country regarding EU integration, and Lisbon Treaty specifically, though there still must 

be more of a commitment on the part of leading parties to rebuild public support for the EU.  Luckily, Fine Gael has 

the strongest manifesto in this respect, and is the largest Irish party in the Parliament occupying 1/3
rd

 of a total of 

12 seats. 

List of elected EPP candidates: 

FG 

1. Gay Mitchell 

2. Mairead McGuinness 

3. Jim Higgins 

4. Seán Kelly 

 

 

ITALY 

Parties % Seats EPP-ED PES ALDE UEN 
GREENS/ 

EFA 
GUE/ NGL IND/ DEM Others 

PdL 35.25 29 29 
       

PD 26.14 21 
       

21 

LN 10.22 9 
   

9 
    

IdV-Lista Di 
Pietro 

7.99 7 
  

7 
     

UDC 6.5 5 5 
       

PRC-PdCI-
S2-CU 

3.37 0 
        

Sinistra e 
Libertà 

3.12 0 
        

Bonino-
Pannella 

2.42 0 
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L'Autonomia 2.22 0 
        

SVP 0.46 1 1 
       

FT-DS 0 0 
        

LD-MAIE 0 0 
        

Others 2.31 0 
        

Total 100 72 35 0 7 9 0 0 0 21 

 

Turnout: 66.46% (71.72% in 2004) 

Analysis: The EP elections in Italy brought a much higher turnout (66.46%) in comparison with the EU average 

(43.1%), although it decreased in comparison with the previous European elections by 5%. This larger participation 

is, at least partially, explicable by the overlap with administrative elections in several regions of Italy. The electoral 

setting that came out of the past legislative elections was confirmed. The PDL (Il Popolo della libertà) led by the 

Prime Minister, Silvio Berlusconi, was the strongest group with 35.5%, followed by the PD (Democratic Party) that 

secured 26.14% of voteǎ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳŜƴŎƛŜǎΦ .ŜǊƭǳǎŎƻƴƛΩǎ ǇŀǊǘȅΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ 

match the expectations set out by the very optimistic pre-electoral polls, which predicted for it 40% or more of 

ǾƻǘŜǊǎΩ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎΦ wǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴŜΣ ǘƘŜ ¦5/ ό/ƘǊƛstian-Democrats) of Mr. Pier Ferdinando Casini received 6.5%, 

confirming the good results of the last elections, and thus strengthening their position at the centre of the Italian 

political spectrum. Issues regarding the person of Silvio Berlusconi and, to a minor extent, considerations regarding 

immigration, security and economic policies, principally shaped the electoral campaign for the main parties, 

especially the PdL and the PD. On the other hand, the electoral results achieved by the Lega Nord (Northern 

League) and Italia dei Valori-IdV (Italy of Values) reflected the growing importance of populist and protest parties 

around the whole EU. This is particularly true for the Lega Nord who, due to some of its Eurosceptic positions 

taken on the Lisbon Treaty and on immigration policies in the EU, has confirmed the rise of Euroscepticism also in 

Italy. Rumours concerning the fact that the Lega Nord might even be tempted to join the anti-European grouping 

which will be formed and led by the British Conservatives, however, have not yet been confirmed. Overall, these 

elections confirmed both a high approval rating for the parties forming the current governing coalition (PdL and 

Lega Nord) and, at the same time, an expected high popularity for the IdV and the Lega Nord ς the two big winners 

of these recent European elections in Italy. 

List of elected EPP candidates: 
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PDL 

  
1. Mauro Mario Walter  
2. Albertini Gabriele 
3. Comi Lara 
4. Bonsignore Vito 
5. Ronzulli Licia 
6. Fidanza Carlo 
7. Muscardini Cristiana 
8. Zanicchi Iva  
9. Gardini Elisabetta  

10. Berlato Sergio Antonio 
11. Sartori Amalia   
12. Cancian Antonio 
13. Collino Giovanni 
14. Angelilli Roberta 
15. Scurria Marco 
16. Antoniozzi Alfredo 
17. Pallone Alfredo 
18. Salatto Potito 

19. Bartolozzi Paolo 
20. Matera Barbara 
21. Mazzoni Erminia 
22. Patriciello Aldo 
23. Mastella Mario Clemente 
24. Rivellini Crescenzio 
25. Baldassarre Raffaele 
26. Silvestris Sergio Paolo 

Francesco 
27. Tatarella Salvatore 28. La Via Giovanni  29. Iacolino Salvatore 
 
 
UDC
 
1. Allam Magdi Cristiano 
2. Motti Tiziano 

3. Casini Carlo 
4. De Mita Luigi Ciriaco 

5. Romano Francesco Saverio 

 
SVP 
 
1. Herber Dorfmann 

 
 

LATVIA 

Parties % Seats EPP-ED PES ALDE UEN 
GREENS/ 

EFA 
GUE/ NGL IND/ DEM Others 

PS 24.32 2 
   

2 
    

SC 19.54 2 
       

2 

PCTVL 9.64 1 
    

1 
   

LPP/LC 7.5 1 
  

1 
     

TB/LNKK 7.46 1 
   

1 
    

JL 6.66 1 1 
       

Libertas.lv 4.31 0 
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SCP 3.85 0 
        

LSDSP 3.8 0 
        

ZZS 3.72 0 
        

VL 2.81 0 
        

TP 2.79 0 
        

Dzimteni 0.56 0 
        

RP 0.44 0 
        

Kds 0.3 0 
        

LA 0 0 
        

Others 2.3 0 
        

Total 100 8 1 0 1 3 1 0 0 2 

 
Turnout: 52.56% (41.34% in 2004) 
 
Analysis: In Latvia, the overlap between European and municipal elections helped to secure a higher turnout 

(52.56%) in comparison with the EP elections in 2004 (41.34%). On the other hand, national interests 

monopolized the attention throughout the whole electoral period leaving very little room for pan-European 

issues to be discussed. If any, CAP reform and energy security were the sole EU issues that caught the attention 

of the Latvian public during the campaign. Following the trend of past elections, ethnic and linguistic issues 

ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ōƻǘƘ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǾƻǘŜǊǎΩ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ŀǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻ-Russian party PCTVL (For 

Human rights in United Latvia) scoring just under 10%. On the other hand, the increasing weight of populist 

parties based on well-ƪƴƻǿƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƛǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ !ƭŦǊŜŘ wǳōƛƪΩǎ άIŀǊƳƻƴȅ tŀǊǘȅέ ǘƘŀǘ 

expanded well beyond its traditional Russian-ethnic pool of support. JL (New Era Party) managed to secure at 

least one seat in comparison to the two seats won in 2004. In conclusion, the climate of these elections was also 

heavily influenced by the economic and financial crisis that hit the Baltic country and by the preponderance of 

municipal elections vis-a-vis European elections. 

 
List of elected EPP candidates: 
 
JL 
 
1. Arturs Krisjanis Karins 
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LITHUANIA 

Parties % Seats EPP-ED PES ALDE UEN 
GREENS/ 

EFA 
GUE/ NGL IND/ DEM Others 

TS-LKD 26.8 4 4 
       

LSDP 18.62 3 
 

3 
      

TT 12.24 2 
   

2 
    

DP 8.81 1 
  

1 
     

LLRA 
(AWPL) 

8.46 1 
       

1 

LRLS 7.35 1 
  

1 
     

LiCS 3.46 0 
        

LCP 3.09 0 
        

KKSS 2.93 0 
        

FRONTO 2.43 0 
        

LVLS 1.88 0 
        

PDP 1.35 0 
        

ZP 1.26 0 
        

TPP 1.04 0 
        

LK 0.28 0 
        

Others 0 0 
        

Total 100 12 4 3 2 2 0 0 0 1 

 
Turnout: 20.92% (48.38%) 
 
Analysis: Lithuania registered during these elections one of the lowest turnouts in the whole European Union 

(20.92%), less than half in comparison to the 2004 EP elections in which more than 48% of the population voted. 

This extraordinary low record might have been a consequence - in a country suffering from chronically low 

turnout even in other votes - of the multiple elections of the last 2 months (Presidential and legislative) in 

addition to a growing disinterest of the Lithuanian electorate towards the European Parliament. TS-LKD (The 

Lithuanian Christian Democrats) secured 4 seats out of 12 followed by the LSDP (Social Democratic Party) with 3 

seats and TT (Order and Justice) with 2 seats, which confirms the raise of populist parties also in the case of 

Lithuania. A wide range of domestic issues and security shaped an overall weak electoral campaign which had 

many similarities to the previous presidential elections. 

 
List of elected EPP candidates: 
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TS-LKD 

1. Vytautas Landsbergis  
2. Laima Liucija AndrikiŜƴŤ  

3. Algirdas Saudargas  
4. wŀŘǾƛƭŤ aƻǊƪǹƴŀƛǘŤ 

 
 
 

LUXEMBOURG 

 

Turnout: 91% (91.35% in 2004) 

Analysis: CSV remained the strongest party by securing 3 seats in the European Parliament, which is a welcome 

surprise for the party whose pre-election polling results were less notable. CSV is the only political party in 

Luxembourg which has the status of a European-level party, and it profits from the international stature of Prime 

Minister Jean-Claude Juncker.  LSAP has failed in its anti-Reding campaign strategy. ADR faced misfortune as 

well, receiving worse than expected results, despite a strong right-wing populist campaign and high-profile 

candidates.  Overall, the general trend has not moved political ideology to the right, but has confirmed the 

position of the 4 classical political parties, including the Greens. Domestically, the CSV achieved historical success 

in the parallel parliamentary elections. Receiving 38% of the popular vote and 26 seats, they have the gained the 

best result for the party since 1954.  

List of elected EPP candidates: 

CSV  

1. Viviane Reding 2. Astrid Lulling 3. Frank Engel 
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MALTA 

 

Turnout: 78.81% (82.39% in 2004) 

Analysis: The European elections in Malta reflected the status quo in the country, with the opposition Labour 

Party receiving 3 of 5 seats in Parliament, as they did in 2004. The EPP NP party received the remaining 2 seats, 

ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ ǇŀǊǘȅΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀǘ рпΦтт҈ ŀƴŘ плΦп҈Σ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅΦ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ [ŀǿǊŜƴŎŜ DƻƴȊƛ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tb 

believes that the support for the Labour party was in fact a form of protest by citizens towards his governing 

party, which has introduced a number of unpopular measures in Malta, which he insists were in the best interest 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǊǘȅΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ election. It is notable that the 

ǾƻǘŜǊ ǘǳǊƴƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ туΦум҈Σ Řƻǿƴ оΦпн҈ ŦǊƻƳ нллпΦ Yƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǾƻǘŜǊ 

turnout in a system with non-ŎƻƳǇǳƭǎƻǊȅ ǾƻǘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ǘƻ aŀƭǘŀΩǎ 9ƭŜŎǘƻǊŀƭ 

Commission.  

List of elected EPP candidates: 

PN 

1. Simon Busuttil 2. David Casa 
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NETHERLANDS 

Parties % Seats EPP-ED PES ALDE UEN 
GREENS/ 

EFA 
GUE/ NGL IND/ DEM Others 

CDA 19.9 5 5 
       

PVV 17 4 
       

4 

PvdA 12.1 3 
 

3 
      

VVD 11.4 3 
  

3 
     

D66 11.3 3 
  

3 
     

GroenLinks 8.9 3 
    

3 
   

SP 7.1 2 
     

2 
  

ChristenUnie-
SGP 

6.9 2 
      

2 
 

PvdD 3.5 0 
        

Newropeans 0 0 
        

Libertas 0 0 
        

Others 1.9 0 
        

Total 100 25 5 3 6 0 3 2 2 4 

 
Turnout: 36.9% (39.26% in 2004) 
 
Analysis: The European elections in the Netherlands reaffirmed the EU-wide trend towards a lower turnout, 
which has decreased from 39.25% in 2004 to 36.5%. The rising Euro-scepticism in the country is also confirmed 
by the increasing prominence of populist parties such as DŜŜǊǘ ²ƛƭŘŜǊǎΩ t±± όCǊŜŜŘƻƳ tŀǊǘȅύ that managed to 
secure a 17% share of the electorate using Euroscepticism and a critical attitude towards Islam. This result also 
makes of the Freedom Party the second party in the Netherlands, only 3% lower than the CDA (Christian-
Democrats), which is currently in power. Raising concerns on economic security and immigration shaped the 
electoral agenda in addition to a higher acceptance of populist rhetoric in the electorate. The CDA confirmed 
with an overall satisfactory result the consensus around the government by winning 5 seats. However, high 
abstention prevented the CDA from obtaining an even larger victory. In conclusion, the result of the Christian-
Democrats was satisfactory considering the pan-European tendency to punish government parties and the 
negative economic conjuncture. 
 
List of elected EPP candidates: 

CDA 
 
1. Wim Van de Camp 
2. Corien Wortmann-Kool 

3. Ria Oomen Ruijten 
4. Esther De Lange 

5. Lambert Van Nistelrooij 
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POLAND 

 

Turnout: 24.53% (20.87% in 2004) 

Analysis: One of the most spectacular EPP successes in these elections was achieved by Prime Minister Donald 

¢ǳǎƪΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛǾŜ-ƭƛōŜǊŀƭ /ƛǾƛŎ tƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ όthύ ǿƛǘƘ ппΣр ҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƻǘŜΣ ǘƘǳǎ ƎŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ tƻƭŀƴŘΩǎ рл 

seats in the EP and gaining considerably compared to the 2007 parliamentary election. The junior coalition 

partner PSL (also EPP) fared less well and has to start worrying about its political sustainability. With 27,4 %, the 

ƳŀƧƻǊ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǇŀǊǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ YŀŎȊȅƴǎƪƛ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ  tƛ{Σ ŎƻƳōƛƴƛƴƎ ƭŜŦǘƛǎǘ Ŝconomics with nationalism and populism, 

dropped 5 percentage points below its 2007 result. The only other Polish party to be represented in the next EP 

will be the Social Democratic SLD with 12 %; that means they still have not recuperated from their virtual 

implosion in the 2005 parliamentary elections. Smaller centrists and far right populists failed to clear the 5 % 

ǘƘǊŜǎƘƻƭŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛǎΣ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŜƳƻǎǘΣ ŀ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ thΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ 

and economic crisis which is borne out by the lack of any of the dramatic GDP losses and rise of unemployment 

suffered by some of the other new member states. Second, it is a clear sign of approval of the largely 

constructive, open and goal-oriented approach of the current government in EU affairs which is well reflected in 

the EU-wide popularity and good relations with other governments that PM Tusk enjoys. Third, the PO election 

campaign used all the paraphernalia of the internet and strongly focused on the younger generation (which is 

particularly numerous in Poland due to demographic specificities). Altogether, this electoral success and the high 

number of PO MEPs will strongly increase the chances of former Prime Minister Prof.  Jerzy Buzek winning the 

contest for EPP candidate for EP President against the Italian PdL MEP Mario Mauro. The turnout with 24,5 % 
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was slightly higher than feared, but still much lower than the EU average, reflecting a generally low turnout in 

Polish elections and low esteem of political parties among many voters. 

List of elected EPP candidates: 

PO 

1. BORYS Piotr 
2. BUZEK Jerzy Karol 
3. GRÄFIN VON THUN UND 
IhI9b{¢9Lb wƽȍŀ aŀǊƛŀ 

4. I!b5½[LY aŀƱƎƻǊȊŀǘŀ 
Maria 

5. HIBNER Jolanta Emilia 
6. HÜBNER Danuta Maria 
7. W!½_h²L9/Y! 5ŀƴǳǘŀ 
8. WB5½w½9W9²{Y! {ƛŘƻƴƛŀ 
9ƭȍōƛŜǘŀ 

9. KACZMAREK Filip Andrzej 

10. KOLARSKA-.h.Lc{Y! [Ŝƴŀ 
Barbara 

11. LEWANDOWSKI Janusz 
Antoni 

12. LISEK Krzysztof 
13. _¦Y!/LW9²{Y! 9ƭȍōƛŜǘŀ 

Katarzyna 
14. MARCINKIEWICZ Bogdan 

Kazimierz 
15. bL¢w!{ {ƱŀǿƻƳƛǊ ²ƛǘƻƭŘ 
16. OLBRYCHT Jan Marian 
17. PROTASIEWICZ Jacek 

18. SARYUSZ-WOLSKI Jacek 
Emil 

19. SKRZYDLEWSKA Joanna 
Katarzyna 

20. {hbLY .ƻƎǳǎƱŀǿ !ƴŘǊȊŜƧ 
21. ¢w½!{Yh²{YL wŀŦŀƱ 

Kazimierz 
22. ²!_B{! WŀǊƻǎƱŀǿ [ŜǎȊŜƪ 
23. ½![9²{YL tŀǿŜƱ YǎŀǿŜǊȅ 
24. ZASADA Artur 
25. ZWIEFKA Tadeusz Antoni 

 

PSL  

мΦ {L9YL9w{YL /ȊŜǎƱŀǿ !ŘŀƳ 2. GRZYB Andrzej  оΦ Y![Lbh²{YL WŀǊƻǎƱŀǿ 

 

PORTUGAL 

 

Turnout: 37.03% (38.6% in 2004) 
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Analysis: The Parliamentary elections resulted in a remarkable defeat for the socialist government, which has 

faced an erosion of popular support due to their mismanagement of social affairs and monetary policy. Socrates, 

the newly-elected leader of this party, appears to be weak in his position; however there are no other visible 

alternatives for leadership in the party. The winner of the elections, the PSD, has fared better than expected 

results. A  euro-skeptic party was unsuccessful, gathering less than 1% of votes, but the radical left, with BE and 

CDU, managed to draw considerable votes from the Socialists.   

List of elected EPP candidates: 

PSD 
 
1. Paulo Castro Rangel  
2. Carlos Coelho  
3. Graça Carvalho  

4. Mário David  
5. Nuno Teixeira de Jesus  
6. Maria do Céu Patrão Neves  

7. Regina Bastos  
8. José Manuel Fernandes  

 

 

 

 

ROMANIA 
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Turnout: 27.4% (29.47% in 2007) 

Analysis: The EPP member parties have gained 14 seats while the strongest governing party, the Social 

Democrats, remained stable at 11 seats. Three members of the ultra-nationalistic PRM party gained seats in the 

EP. Romania has a low turnout of 27.4% (even lower in big cities), in part due to voter fatigue; the Romanian 

electorate have been faced with two elections every year since 2007. During the campaign, PD-L and PSD, 

governing in a Grand Coalition, were constantly shifting between sharpening their profile, keeping the coalition 

together, and preparing the ground for the upcoming presidential election in November. That contributed to the 

preponderance of domestic issues and the low importance of EU topics. 

List of elected EPP candidates: 

PDL  
 
1. Theodor-Dumitru Stolojan  
2. Monica Luisa Macovei  
3. Traian Ungureanu  
4. Cristian Dan Preda  

5. Marian Jean Marinescu  
6. Iosif Matula  
7. Sebastian Valentin Bodu  
8. Petru Constantin Luhan  

9. Rares-Lucian Niculescu  
10. Elena Oana Antonescu 

 
RMDSZ/EMNT 
 
1. TǃƪŞǎ [łǎȊƭƽ  2. Winkler Gyula  3. Sógor Csaba  

 
Independent *  
 

1. Elena Basescu 
 

*Elena Basescu has already announced her intentions of joining the PDL 

 
 

SLOVAKIA 
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Voter turnout: 19,64% (16.97%) 

Analysis: The EP elections in Slovakia did not bring about any highly surprising results. The three centre-right 

parties will have in total 6 MEPs compared to the social democratic party, SMER-SD with 5. This means that the 

EPP Member Parties won the European elections in Slovakia. The important topics were rather domestic ones.  

The electorate voted according to their political affiliation, not paying too much attention to particular party 

programs for the European Parliament elections. Decisive factors also were the candidates, and this has been 

reflected in rather substantial changes in the lists of elected MEPs compared to original lists (in 2 from 6 elected 

parties, the candidates on 2
nd

, 3
rd

  or 4
th
  place on the list received more preferential votes than the leaders of 

those lists). The major opposition party, SDKU-DS, focused on how to overcome the economic crisis and how to 

reduce the unilateral energy dependency on Russian gas. With only 2 % higher turnout than in 2004, SDKU-DS 

was able to gain 23.000 more votes. With only 132 votes more, it would have had 3 seats in the new Parliament 

instead of 2. Peter Stastny is the only re-elected SDKU-DS MEP. The out-going MEPs Milan Gala and Zita 

Plestinska will not return to the Parliament this time. The SDKU-DS newcomer to the European Parliament is, 

however, not new on the political scene. Eduard Kukan, leader of the list, is a former Minister of Foreign Affairs 

ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ Y5IΩǎ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ 

values, family, solidarity and security. In the last term, KDH had 3 MEPs (Jan Hudacky, Miroslav Mikolasik and 

Anna Zaborska) in comparison to the 2 MEPs elected last Saturday (6
th
 June).  The Party gained almost 11% of 
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votes. Neither the number one candidate Martin Fronc, nor the second one Jan Hudacky made it to the 

European Parliament. The voters gave their preferential votes to Anna Zaborska being elected from the 3
rd

 place 

on the list and Miroslav Mikolasik from the 4
th

 place on the list. SMK-MPK, with 11.34% of the votes, will have 

the same number of MEPs as in the previous term. Edit Bauer, who was the MEP also in the previous term, 

remains in the Parliament. An MEP between 2004-2009, Árpád Duka-Zolyomi did not run to renew his mandate. 

He will be replaced by Alajos Mészáros, a former Ambassador in Sweden. The biggest governing coalition party, 

PES member SMER-SD, using the current wave of populism, gained 31% of votes. This result is rather low 

compared to the long-term trend in opinion polls (over 40% public support). In general, this campaign was less 

exciting than the previous one. Politicians are blaming the media for insufficient information and the media is 

blaming politicians for insufficient interest in the EU matters; analysts blame both. This campaign did not have a 

ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ΨōƛƎΩ ǘƘŜƳŜΦ Billboards of SMER-SD tried to evoke debate over the financial crisis, but the Party was not 

able to open up a real discussion on the possible solutions to the crisis. ±ƻǘŜǊǎΩ turnout remained the lowest in 

the Union ς only 19.64%. However, it was still higher than in the elections five years ago, when it was less than 

17%. In general, the results more or less mirrored the current political preferences of the population. 

List of elected EPP candidates: 

SDKU-DS 

1. Eduard Kukan 2. tŜǘŜǊ ~Ǚŀǎǘƴȇ 

 

SMK-MPK 

1. Edit Bauer 2. Alajos Mészáros 

 

KDH 

1. Anna Záborská 2. aƛǊƻǎƭŀǾ aƛƪƻƭłǑƛƪ 

 

SLOVENIA 
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Voter turnout: 28.25% (28.35% in 2004) 

Analysis: {ƭƻǾŜƴƛŀΩǎ 9tt ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǇŀǊǘȅ SDS under opposition leader Janez Jansa was quite successful, gaining 

26.92% of the total votes, with the leading government party under Prime Minister Borut Pahor, SD, trailing 

behind at 18.45%. Together with the small, Christian Democrat NSi with the popular Lojze Peterle as top 

candidate, this means 3 seats for the EPP in Parliament, while the PES and the ALDE each received 2 from the 

ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŜƭŜŎǘƻǊŀǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ of the EPP parties in this election emphasised the personal presence 

of candidates with the voters. Though these efforts helped to achieve a successful outcome, more time in 

developing the infrastructure of such a strategy was needed for this to be truly effective.  Lack of resources 

ƛƴŦǊƛƴƎŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ {5{Ωǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅΦ The success of the SDS in 

this campaign was aided by a comparatively dull political scene in Slovenian EU elections. The electoral race was 

largely focussed on national issues, and there was no presence of small or radical parties in the elections. Given 

the fact that Slovenia has only a 7 seat representation in the Parliament, these seats will naturally go to the 

largest parties. The EP elections are showing a considerable backward swing of the political pendulum after last 

ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŀ ƭŜŦǘƛǎǘ-led coalition against a coalition of EPP member parties since Slovenian 

independence in 1991. If national parliamentary elections follow soon, the SDS stands good chances of winning 

them. 

List of elected EPP candidates: 

SDS 

1. Dr. Romana Jordan Cizelj 
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2. Dr. Milan Zver 

 

NSi 

1. Lojze Peterle 

 

 

SPAIN 

 

Turnout: 46% (45.14% in 2004) 

Analysis: The electoral turnout in the European elections in Spain was in line with the EU average at 46%, 0.9% 

higher in comparison with the 2004 elections. These elections have been the first won by the PP since 2000 in a 

national context and, as foreseen by a majority of pre-electoral polls, reflected a decrease in trust towards the 

PSOE as well as a greater support to the Partido Popular. Political Analysts in Spain consider that this electoral 

result, together with the recent victory of PP in Galicia, might be a signal of decline for the Socialists. In fact, it is 

the very first time that a party in power suffers such a dramatic drop in electoral support only one year after the 

general elections. ConsidŜǊƛƴƎ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ t{h9 ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ōȅ н҈Σ ǘƘƛǎ ŜƭŜŎǘƻǊŀl 

defeat represents a loss of 6 points in less than one year of government. The economic crisis and unemployment 

were the main themes that shaped the campaign. The governing party was affected by internal divisions that 

caused a less effective response to the financial crisis and to the burst of the property bubble. In addition to that, 

growing unemployment raises discontent amongst the historical base of the Socialist electorate - the workers. In 
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conclusion, the PP managed successfully to maintain its strong electoral base and intercept the preference of 

undecided and frustrated voters, whereas the PSOE suffered a largely foreseen defeat. 

List of elected EPP candidates: 

PP 

1. Jaime Mayor Oreja 

2. Luis de Grandes 

3. Teresa Jiménez Becerril 

4. Alejo Vidal Quadras 

5. Pilar del Castillo 

6. José Manuel García Margallo 

7. Carmen Fraga 

8. Pablo Zalba Bidegain 

9. Iñigo Méndez Vigo 

10. Rosa Estarás 

11. Francisco Millán 

12. Agustín Díaz de Mera 

13. Gabriel Mato 

14. Pilar Ayuso 

15. Verónica Lope Fontagne 

16. Carlos Iturgaiz 

17. Antonio López-Istúriz 

18. Cristina Gutierrez Cortines 

Corral 

19. Ignacio Salafranca 

20. María Esther Herranz García 

21. Pablo Arias 

22. Salvador Garriga 

23. Santiago Fisas 

 

 

SWEDEN 

Parties % Seats EPP-ED PES ALDE UEN 
GREENS/ 

EFA 
GUE/ NGL IND/ DEM Others 

S 24.6 5 
 

5 
      

M 18.8 4 4 
       

FP 13.6 3 
  

3 
     

MP 10.8 2 
    

2 
   

PP 7.1 1 
       

1 

V 5.6 1 
     

1 
  

C 5.5 1 
  

1 
     

KD 4.7 1 1 
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Junilistan 3.6 0 
        

SD 3.3 0 
        

F! 2.2 0 
        

Others 0.2 0 
        

Total 100 18 5 5 4 0 2 1 0 1 

Voter turnout: 43.8% (37.85% in 2004) 

Analysis: While Moderaterna enjoyed a slight increase in votes, the overall election outcome was not successful 

for the party. With pre-election polls estimating popular support for the EPP party at around 30%, Moderaterna 

actually achieved 18%. This may be due in part to a campaign strategy which focussed primarily on the economic 

crisis and the credibility of thegovernment and that did not successfully mobilize electoral support. Unlike the 

national elections, it is at the EU level that the electorate can meaningfully support smaller parties, which was 

witnessed by the emerging support for the Pirate Party, advocating internet freedom virtually as its only issue. 

EP elections are also seen as a chance to punish larger parties for producing dissatisfactory policies domestically; 

particularly the Moderaterna and the Social-Democrats. Consider the Social Democratic Party, which received 

45% of popular support in the last Swedish national election, and only 24.6% in this European election - 

incidentally the lowest level of popular support the party has received in 100 years. It is expected that the 

smaller parties which achieved success in the European elections, namely the Greens, Liberals, and Pirate Party, 

will use this success as a means of bolstering their clout domestically. Overall, the campaigns focussed less on 

party platforms, and more on the influence of strong individuals; many candidates who were lower on the party 

lists gained more support in the EU elections. The political climate of the nation demonstrates a strong sense of 

optimism towards the EU: the voter turnout in this election was 43.8%, which is much higher than the level of 

engagement in 2004, with only 37.85%. This sense of EU legitimacy is perpetuated by the popular issues 

currently circulating in Sweden; it is largely acknowledged that solutions regarding climate change, and the 

financial crisis may be beyond the competencies of any single member state alone. The political mood in Sweden 

is changing; electoral participation is increasing which is highly encouraging, even in the face of undesirable 

outcomes for the Moderaterna. 

List of elected EPP candidates: 

M 

1. Gunnar Hökmark 

2. Anna Maria Corazza Bildt  

3. Christofer Fjellner 

4. Anna Ibrisagic 
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